GREEN LIVING

URBAN GREENERY GROWING UP

Once only faddish greenwaéhing, today gardens and wall plantings are becoming a
necessary, even mandatory, part of a modern city landscape, writes Peta Tomlinson
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Park Nova in Singapore will incorporate nearly 50,000 shrubs and
trees of 35 different species. Photo: PLP Architecture

Buildings wrapped in greenery
may have been around for
thousands of years, ever since
the fabled Hanging Gardens of
Babylon perhaps, but nowit
seems the concept is firmly
takingroot.

Areportby Jones Lang
LaSalle JLL), a global
commercial real estate services
company, describes urban
greening—from green roofs to
vertical gardens and
surrounding landscaping—asa
must-have for modern cities. It
notes that many jurisdictions are
starting to mandate planting as
part of development approvals,
with some offering financial
incentives for going green.

Research affirms that living
greenery is what people want.
Kamya Miglani, JLL's director of
research, Asia-Pacific, explains.

“AccordingtoJLL's latest
research with 1,200 respondents
in Asia-Pacific, nine in 10 agree
that residential buildings can
have a high impacton
incorporation of urban greenery
through indoor plants, living
walls and rooftop gardens, which
in turn improves the health and
wellness of theirinhabitants,”
she said. “Awareness about the
positive impact of buildings
enveloped in greenery is rising
and also has the potential of
becoming a key consideration
for people when they decide on
their next place of residence.”

Urban rooftops—up to 25 per -

centofa city’s area—are among
the obvious features that can be
used to enhance sustainability,

Miglani continued.

“Embracing the idea ofliving
walls and green roofs can
provide a diverse array of
benefits — they capture storm
water run-off, improve air
quality, help mitigate urban heat

island effects, and even
contribute to the preservation of
biodiversity by providing
habitats for bees and birds.
When purposefully integrated
into a city’s built environment,
greenery can become an
essential part of the urban
experience.”

Leveraging these attributes, a
number of new towers currently
under construction take vertical
plantings to new heights.

According to Melbourne
developer Beulah, Australia’s
tallest tower Southbank by
Beulah —365 metres high when
finished —will also be the tallest
vertical garden in the world,
setting a precedent for future
skyscrapers.

Ifits rows of plants were
stretched out, the development’s
external vertical garden would
reach a total of 5.5km, and more
greenery on the ground level and
surrounding outdoor areas
brings the total landscaped area
to over 15,500 sq m.

Beulah executive director
Adelene Teh said the project will
provide occupantswiththe
chance to connect with nature
throughout the two towers and
across every level - extending
from childcare to workspaces,
hotel, retail and residential.

“Beautiful, biophilic design is
more important now than ever,
particularly as Melburnians
become more aware of the need
for health and well-being,” she
said. “We know that the
inclusion of greenery, water,
light and other natural elements
within a built environment
positively affects how people
interact with the space and how
they feel in the space, both
mentally and physically.”

Construction is forecast to
start early next year and should

take an estimated five years in all
to complete.

Atthe Tianheng Bayview m
Zhuhai, landscape architect
LWK + Partners designed the
garden as a community hub with
asemicircle of residential blocks
running around its boundary.

“Landscaped areas at
Tianheng Bayview are designed
alonga five-point spatial
succession: gate-hall-garden-
house-pond, in line with the
spatial structure and design logic
of traditional oriental painting
and gardens, creating layers of
landscaped spaces and arich
experience,” explained Paul
Wong, the firm’s director and
head of their landscape team.

The main entrance is of sleek
white walls with pools on each
side. A tree grows through the
roof allowing sunlight in while
providing shade for residents.
Through the main entrance, a
green promenadeleadstoa
sunken plaza with a waterfall: an
artful, secluded space which
Wong describes as the project’s
“spiritual fortress”.

Beingbuilt by Zhuhai
Tianheng Properties Ltd, a
subsidiary of Tianda Group Ltd,
Tianheng Bayview offers a total
0f 305 units of three to four
bedrooms. Standard unit sizes
range from about 1,205 to 2,024
sq ft, with sky villas about 1,700-
3,961 sq ft, selling at an average
price of HK$4,000 per sq ft. The
building’s 108-metre swimming
poolisrecognised as the world’s
longest pool with a water curtain,
and completion is scheduled for
the end of September.

At Park Novan Singapore,
thelandscaping will include 195
trees and 49,500 shrubs —of 35
species in all-each chosen for
their suitability for the local
conditions and environment.

“Each residential floor plate is
wrapped with a ribbon of semi-
raised planters along the
building’s perimeter,” explained
Tina Qiu, senior associate
partner of PLP Architecture and
the project’slead architect.

“The planters occupy the
‘wings’ on each floor plate and
are interspersed with balconies
thathave glass doors, merging
indoor with outdoor living.

“Each planter is coordinated
with the adjacent internal room
to deliver environmental

benefits and reduce air pollution -

in the immediate vicinity.”

Wrapping a building in
greenery in this way brings many
benefits, Qiu continued.

“Aimed at promoting the
benefits of mental and physical
well-being in the residence, this
creates an inmediate and long-
lasting connection between the
lush natural surroundings and
the occupants of the building,”
she said.

“Green terraces sit adjacent
to the private living spaces of
every apartment and are
arranged to bring the numerous
environmental benefits into our
crafted biophilic design.

“The greenery adjacent to the
bedrooms has been selected to
be visually expansive, creating
the sense of living in a garden
and thereby breaking away from
the traditional high-rise
experience of urban living.

“Experts have proven that
establishing such immediate
connections with natureina
home reduces stress and
enhances happiness, comfort,
and clarity of thought —all things
thatwe have come to cherish
during the pandemic.”

Under development by Shun
Tak Holdings, and scheduled for
completion in Q3 2023, Park
Nova will offer 54 residences
ranging from two to five
bedrooms across 21 storeys,
each bathed inlightand
benefiting from 270-degree
views of the city’s skyline.

At Waterfall by Crown in

Sydney, Australia, some 5,000
tropical plants are woven
through four adjacent waterfalls
cascading down the building’s
seven-storey facade. At 22
metres high, this feature helps to
generate a calming and tranquil
ambience, added to by gardens,
lagoon pools and an elegant
bamboo canopy entrance.

Jock Gammon, founderand
managing director of Junglefy, a

. living infrastructure specialist,

describes the variegated
greenery-as a one-of-a-kind
garden that integrates plants
within the fabric of the building.
“We design spaces that connect
people with nature throughout

- theirdailylives,” he said.

Residents have access to
Crown Group’s resort-style
facilities including an infinity
pool, cantilevered gym, rooftop
outdoor cinema, function room
with catering kitchen, music
room and children’s play area.

BUYING GUIDE

What you can buy for
unitin
Tianheng Bayview, Zhuhai, a
luxury residential project where
the garden is a central focus,
incorporating a main plaza,
“green avenue” and a mix of
ground-level and semi-sunken
pavilions. The project is about 10
minutes from Tangjia Station
and Zhuhai North Railway
Station. The Guangzhou Metro
Line 18 extension (under
construction) will also be nearby.
What youi can buy from
HK$3.96 million: a studio unit
in Waterfall by Crown Group, a
Sydney landmark boasting the
nation’s tallest man-made
waterfall surrounded by
thousands of plants. Courtyards,
open corridors and roof gardens
-one including an outdoor
cinema - further enhance the
biophilic design. Larger units of
three bedrooms are priced at up
to HK$10.34 million.
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